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Janelle K. Sarauw was re-elected to the 33rd Legislature on November 6, 2018. Senator
Sarauw, has penned into legislation bills that support youth development, encourage
workforce development, and propel the Territory forward. Her signature legislation, the
State Apprenticeship bill, became law during the 32nd Legislature. The bill amends the
VI Code related to apprenticeship standards, authorizing and mandating the Department
of Labor to promulgate regulations pursuant to becoming a recognized State Apprentice
Agency. This means more job opportunities for the youth of the Virgin Islands. Senator
Sarauw’s ultimate outlook however, is the overall opportunities and quality of life afforded to
the VI populace. Throughout her term, Senator Sarauw has also proposed and stated her
position regarding controversial bills on the environment, economic development, education,
probate, expungement, and was the primary sponsor of the Division of Festival, now law.
Born in St. Thomas, USVI, Senator Sarauw attended Florida Atlantic University on a full
volleyball scholarship earning a Bachelor of Arts with majors in Political Science with a
concentration in Global Governance; Interdisciplinary Studies of Social Science and a
minor in History. She holds a Master of Arts in Organizational Leadership with a certificate
in Servant Leadership from Gonzaga University and is a U.S. Government Certified Grant
Writer. Senator Sarauw was also honored by Under 35 emerging leaders, NBC News Out,
keynote speaker at the Victory Fund LGBTQ Conference 2018, inducted as an honorary
member of the Golden Key Honour Society and many other civic awards.
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OVERVIEW
In the first quarter, Senator Sarauw prepares and executes
her annual events Stenographer Day and Sounds of the
Virgin Isles. However, new to the mix was the execution
of an idea that would revitalize a dwindling artform on St.
Thomas.
Moving forward, the Senator prepares new legislation that
would address PSC regulations, loitering, education, and
healthcare.
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The Territory has made a momentous step towards economic
diversification, revenue generation and cultural revitalization. Bill
No. 32-0308, a bill creating the Division of Festivals and the Cultural
Heritage Institute under the Department of Tourism, was signed into
law by Governor Kenneth E. Mapp after being unanimously passed
by the Senators of the 32nd Legislature!
The bill sponsored by Senator Janelle K. Sarauw and Senator
Myron D. Jackson, will rename the “Carnival and Festival Committee
Revolving Fund” to the “Division of Festivals Revolving Fund,” which
will defund the individual Festival and Carnival Committees as we
know it and create a Division of Festivals. The Division will consist
of a Director of Festivals and three Assistant Directors, one for each
island, who will be responsible for organizing and executing Carnival/
Festivals and other non-Carnival cultural exposès. Coupled with the
transfer and revitalization of the Cultural Heritage Institute, other
Festival opportunities in the Territory showcasing local foods, music,
art, and more, can now get the support and marketing necessary
to increase Virgin Islands cultural awareness and national pride, as
well as to attract travelers who are interested in other non-Carnival
experiences.

THE
DEPARTMENT
OF TOURISM,
DIVISION OF
FESTIVALS
NOW LAW!

For years there have been various issues related to the noncompliance,
mismanagement and non-accountability of government funds as it
relates to our local Carnival and Festivals. The Virgin Islands Carnival
and Festivals, which have been in existence for sixty plus years,
have not yet been able to quantify the revenues generated for the
Territory. Under the Department of Tourism Division of Festivals, the
marketing and branding of the Virgin Islands’ overall cultural product
and experience should be enhanced. This shift is also expected
to result in greater accountability and transparency of the millions
expended on Carnival/Festivals each year.
“We have done extensive research on this and found that many
other countries have identified the revenue possibilities from Carnival
and Festivals -- centralizing structures to maximize their investment,
enhance and expand marketing strategies and in turn drastically
increase revenue generation. The various festivities of the Virgin
Islands can now be marketed and branded world-wide using the
resources and organized systemic structure of the Department of
Tourism. It is time that a system is put in place to quantify and increase
revenue generation by developing and marketing our cultural tourism
product, enhancing visitor experience and reviving national pride,”
stated Senator Sarauw.
“With the establishment of the Division of Festivals and the
revitalization of the Cultural Heritage Institute under the Department
of Tourism, we look forward to working alongside and supporting the
Department of Tourism under the new Commissioner, for the 2020
launch,” stated the Senator.
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JANUARY 14th

Swearing in of the 33rd Legislature

On January 14, 2019, spectators gathered at the Emancipation Garden on St. Thomas as the
newly elected senators took the oath of office to be sworn in as the 33rd Legislature of the Virgin
Islands. After the swearing in, the organization of the body took place in the Earle B. Ottley Hall
where members of the 33rd Legislature were called into session on St. Thomas.

SENATOR SARAUW
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JANUARY 23rd

Loitering Meeting

On Wednesday, January 23rd, Senator Sarauw and Senator Francis sat down with club
owners, security personnel, and VIPD to discuss potential issues regarding loitering. The
meeting was a follow up to the loitering town hall that Senator Sarauw held in 2018 in an
effort to establish a stronger loitering bill, thus increasing public safety. With the input from all
stakeholders, the bill is in its final stage of preparation before being assigned to the Committee
of Homeland Security, Justice, and Public Safety.

JANUARY 30th

Book Distribution

In an initiative to restore books to the St. Thomas/ St. John District School Libraries, Senator
Sarauw in conjunction with the Box Bar launched a Book Drive in April 2018 after the devastation
of Hurricanes Irma and Maria in 2017. As previously reported, in November 2018, the office
received a trailer with 26 pallets of books to add to the already collected books for a total of
over 70,000 donated books which were given to the Department of Education to distribute
to the libraries of the public schools. On January 30, 2019, the Department of Education
along with volunteers completed the sorting of the donated books for distribution to respective
schools throughout the District. “Not everything can be legislated and I am committed to any
initiative that can expedite the recovery of this Territory, especially that of one of our most
valuable populations - the youth!” stated Senator Sarauw.
SENATOR SARAUW
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In recognition of Black History Month, Senator Sarauw launched a series of promos
highlighting individuals and their accomplishments. Not only did the promos identify
well known people throughout history but celebrated the accomplishments of local
heroes like Julian “The Hawk” Jackson, Myrah Keating Smith, and Stanley and the
Ten Sleepless Knights.

Did you know:
Julian “The Hawk” Jackson has undoubtedly left his mark on the world of
professional boxing and continues to make a positive impact on his community long
after the final bell. Remarkedly, while known for his greatness achieved, Jackson
inspires greatness as he humbly resides among us – committed to helping others
to come into their own. He invests in his community and continues to create a
lasting legacy as a committed father, boxing coach and minister. It is with these
titles, he continues to garner respect and be deserving of the honor.
For the first twenty years of her service, Mrs Myrah Keating Smith was the only
medical practitioner on the island of St. John. A phenomenal woman of service
who in fact delivered over 500 babies throughout her career.
Once you hear that flute there is only one band that comes to mind: Stanley and
the Ten Sleepless Knights. These culture bearers traveled the world sharing their
knowledge to inspire young people to keep the tradition of Quelbe music alive.
Supporting their community through scholarships, the Quelbe Education Program,
and various initiatives, Stanley and the Ten Sleepless Knights made their mark in
VI History but did you know their music also made it into the Smithsonian National
Museum?

SENATOR SARAUW
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FEBRUARY 5th
Cmte of Finance

Although not a member of the Committee of Finance, Senator
Sarauw attended the hearing to hear updates on the financial
status of the Government of the Virgin Islands, as well as the
Disaster Recovery Funds.

Senator Sarauw: “I have to change my line of questioning
this morning because you are unable to provide the information
that we need. Are we on time with our GERS payments?”

Mr. Kirk Callwood, Commissioner Designee,
Department of Finance & Acting Director, Public
Finance Authority: “Yes”
Senator Sarauw: “Are we up to date?”
Kirk Callwood: “Yes”
Senator Sarauw: “Ms. O’Neal?”
Ms. Jenifer O’Neal, Acting Director, Office of
Management and Budget: “Yes. To my knowledge we
are up to date. I have heard there were two years that weren’t
paid. I’m not 100% certain of that but I would have to look into
that. That was from when the act was passed initially.”

SENATOR SARAUW
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FEBRUARY 5th

Cmte of Finance continue...
Senator Sarauw: “That’s where I was going, thank you.”
The next set of questions by Senator Sarauw would reveal the lack of preparedness by the
testifiers.

Senator Sarauw:
-

“Do you have a dept management plan? Let me rephrase, how much do we spend in rent?”
“Rum revenues up or down?”

Unable to receive proper responses and dissatisfied with the presentation of the new finance
team, Senator Sarauw stated openly and to the chair of the committee:

“This is unacceptable we don’t have the revenue reports, we don’t have the
amounts, I don’t want to echo everybody but the reports are there. This is
basic information. We cannot ascertain how distress we are if we don’t have
the information. Not a good look for the first hearing, absolutely not!”

SENATOR SARAUW
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FEBRUARY

Reapportionment
During the month of February, Senator Sarauw
took to the airwaves and social media to educate
constituents on why they should vote “No” for the
reapportionment initiative, as presented. The
initiative divides St. Thomas and St. Croix into east
and west districts. Each person on St. Thomas and
St. Croix will be able to vote for two people in their
district, while St. John will have one 1 district vote.
Everyone on each island will be allowed to vote for 6
at-large seats. The plan changes the structure of the
Senate. Here are a few reasons among many, why
this proposal is flawed.
1.
The 2010 Census was not factored in and
that census data includes our districts and the
populations for each island.
2.
According to the reapportionment plan,
St. John would be allowed to vote for one
representative. St. John has a population of 4k.
Thus, we are establishing that there will be 4,000
people to 1 representative. According to the 2010
Census, St. Thomas and St. Croix both have a
population of 50,000. Therefore, each island
should have 12 representatives, thus increasing
the number to 25 total elected Senators. What I am
saying here is the 4:1 ratio is flawed.
3.
St. Thomas and St. Croix would vote for 6 atlarge and 2 district Senators giving them 8 choices
on the ballot. St. John would vote for 6 at-large and
1 district Senator giving them 7 choices. St. John is
again under-represented.

SENATOR SARAUW
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FEBRUARY

Reapportionment - continued

4.
The proposed plan divides St. Thomas and St. Croix into East and West. In the St. Thomas
District, all cays that are on the eastern end of the island have been added to the western end.
Secondly, according to the 2010 Census, the population of both islands are in the middle. So,
exactly where is the line of demarcation?
5.
The proposed plan increases the number of at-large Senators to 6. A cost analysis was not
done, and I am not sure if the taxpayer is aware of the increase in budget. At-large Senators would
need offices on all three islands, more personnel, increased travel and hotel accommodations.
One of the reasons GERS sank was because of the 9 unfunded mandates. We must take heed of
the past.
6.
States and cities pay local tax. In the Virgin Islandswe dump everything into the general fund.
Unless we comprehensively restructure our tax system, in the end we will still be wrestling for the
same pot of gold.
7.
We have a housing crisis. Housing is unstable for many with tenants moving frequently and
as such, they will often leave their district. Many do not return to the Board of Elections to change
their address.
8.
The most pressing issue with this proposed plan is the lack of adherence to the Supreme
Court Case, Reynolds v Sims. Reynolds v Sims unequivocally state that under the equal protection
clause, the seats in the Legislature must be apportioned on a population basis. The mere fact that
this was drafted without the population in mind, makes it severely flawed.
Voting in the affirmative for the re-apportionment plan would not be wise based on the
aforementioned. If we are to reapportion, let us wait for the 2020 census data. Data drives policy.
The proposed plan aims to really fix what our Constitution should do. In order to achieve some level
of political maturity, we must first draft a constitution. The initiative attempts to cure a disease
with the wrong prescription.
The result of the special election on reapportionment held territory wide on March 30, 2019 failed
with majority of the voting populace casting their vote as “no.”
SENATOR SARAUW
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FEBRUARY 4th
Cmte of Health

On February 4th the Committee on Health, Hospitals, and Human Services received updates on
the status of Department of Health, Department of Human Services, Gov. Juan F. Luis Hospital,
Roy L. Schneider Regional Medical Center, Frederiksted Health Care & St. Thomas East End
Medical Center. However, on the top of the Senator’s list was her concerns about the MAP program.

Senator Sarauw: “Mr. Smith was anyone hired in the MAP provider relations the last you were
here? You told me it was 1 ½ employees and do you have a list of providers with you?”

Mr. Gary Smith, DHS director of MAP: “To answer the question about the provider
relations unit, that unit now staffs 8 persons and they handle both enrolment and providers and
claims processing.”

Senator Sarauw: “Was the compensation changed for them?”
Mr. Smith: “We’re addressing that as we speak”
Senator Sarauw: “Every time you come before for status updates it’s the same status and I’m
really hard on MAP because these are people lives that we’re dealing with. We had people testify
before us that are ill and the program is at fault.”
Not pleased with the responses from Mr. Smith Senator Sarauw made a point of inquiry.

Senator Sarauw: “Mr. Smith I asked you the question deliberately because I know the answer
to it. The employees that were hired weren’t they hired in certification and not provider relations?
You are on the record and I really need the honest truth today. Were they hired in certification or
provider relations yes or no?”

Mr. Smith: “There was never a providers relations unit so lets establish that.”
SENATOR SARAUW
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FEBRUARY 9th
Culture Shock

February 9, 2019 would mark the first day of what was a vision to
revitalize the mocko jumbie artform on St.Thomas. From that vision,
Culture Shock Mocko Jumbies and Dance Troupe was established.
Excited participants gathered at the Legislative grounds where
members of Senator Sarauw’s office started to sign kids up and
their parents for the troupe.
Senator Sarauw, a culture bearer in her own right, felt the need
to re-establish the artform of the mocko jumbie as its dwindling
presence was becoming apparent in the Carnival and Festival
activities, particularly in the St. Thomas and St. John District.
“It’s imperative we keep the traditions alive” stated Senator Sarauw.
“We have a generation that hasn’t been educated on the history
and culture of the Virgin Islands.” As part of the training of the
Troupe, each participant was educated on the origin and history of
the mocko jumbies here in the Territory.
On March 16, 2019, a video demonstrating the progress of the
troupe was released to the public. The video went viral as the
community embraced the troupe and shared it. The video garnered
over 32,000 views and 496 shares throughout the community.
Words of encouragement and excitement for the children would
push the troupe further.
Culture Shock not only garnered a lot of interest in the troupe but it
also revealed a much needed outlet for the youth.
30 students are registered and actively learning and practicing
the mocko jumbie artform. Thank you to the dedicated instructors,
parents and community for your ongoing support of Culture Shock!
SENATOR SARAUW
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Court Reporter, Casmus Caines, displayed a stenotype
and demonstrated its use during Stenographer Day 2019.
Students got the opportunity to interact with the Legislative
Court Reporters, Judicial Court Reporters, and freelancers.

SENATOR SARAUW
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FEBRUARY 15th

Stenographer Day 2019!

Senator Sarauw in collaboration with the U.S. Virgin
Islands Legislature’s Division of Legislative Reporters
hosted the 2nd Annual Stenographer Day at the Earle
B. Ottley Legislative Hall on Friday, February 15, 2019
at 10am.
Stenographer day encompassed a presentation and
demonstration by the Legislative Reporters on how
students can benefit from a unique, lucrative and
viable career path in stenography.
The purpose of the event was to expose high school
students to a possible career path in stenography.
Students had the opportunity to engage with the
Legislative Reporters, Judicial Court Reporters and
Freelance Reporters while Reporters got a chance
to share their experiences. “There is also a need for
stenographers here in the Territory and it’s a great
career opportunity for Virgin Islanders who decide to
take that path.” stated Senator Sarauw.
National Court Reporting and Captioning Week
is recognized during February 9th-16th, as such,
Stenographer Day was held on Friday, February 15th.
It is Senator Sarauw’s goal to continue to bring
awareness and opportunities to our students opening
their minds to various career possibilities.
SENATOR SARAUW
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FEBRUARY 28th

Cmte of Rules and Judiciary
“Today is the first set of confirmation hearings.
Although not a member of the committee of Rules
& Judiciary, I will attend. Commissioners play an
integral role in the success of our government,
federal funds and the execution of contracts. Many
fall short and blame is shifted to the body politic.
Cabinets make or break governors. At confirmation
hearings, I have no friends or affiliates. Campaign
is over. It is time to govern. We have a duty and
that is to properly vet who comes before us. I will
do just that and do it respectfully.”
- Senator Sarauw

Nominees:
Anthony Thomas
Comissioner of Property and Procurement
Senator Sarauw: “The website is very out of date. Any
plans to update it?”
Thomas: “Property and Procurement? Yes, re-evaluate it.”
Senator Sarauw: “We are in the 21st century. That’s very
important.”
Thomas: “yes”
Senator Sarauw: “The procurement process in your opinion,
with the added steps of the Executive Branch, is it cumbersome?”
Thomas: “It is cumbersome”
Senator Sarauw: How can we rectify that?
Thomas: ”Well what my challenge has been was that I tried to get the Justice Department
in the past to use a matrix to help everyone understand what is required and needed
from the lower levels and is a lot like the checklist…”
Senator Sarauw: I got the checklist but how can you simplify the checklist because I had
the opportunity to do some research prior to you coming. No one has a procurement
process like us.”
Thomas: This is one of the nuances of the Virgin Islands government. I agree with
you. It is cumbersome but changing it is going to require that we all sit down together.”
Joel Lee
Director of the Bureau of Internal Revenue
Senator Sarauw: “What is your plan to target businesses
engaging in fraudulent practices?”
Lee: “The umbrella is called to have an audit. To go in
and ask them for documentation of records…”
Senator Sarauw: “What’s your time frame?”
Lee: “As soon as possible.”
SENATOR SARAUW
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FEBRUARY 28th

Cmte of Rules and Judiciary continue...
Racquel Berry-Benjamin
Commissioner of Education
Senator Sarauw: “What is the status of the payroll
reimbursements to the GVI?”
Berry-Benjamin: “For the AFT? I am not 100% sure at
this time on that.”
Senator Sarauw: “Do you have any idea when the last
payment was made?”
Berry-Benjamin: “I am not 100% on that.”
Senator Sarauw: “Specifically with CGA, what policies have you developed and
implemented to ensure timely encumbrance and liquidation of funds?”
Berry-Benjamin: “Policies have I developed? No”
Senator Sarauw: “I’m a bit concerned today in all honesty Mrs. Berry-Benjamin, the
answers were on a district level and the commissioner operates on a state level.
We have a very precarious position with the US Department of Education and they
indicate that we lack the proper structure to process and deal with Federal grants.
We have a very cumbersome structure and in your testimony I didn’t hear anything
referencing department structure, how you plan to manage the budget, I know you
that you have moved people in different positions that will require you to have a
supplemental appropriation of 600,000 dollars and these are things that I think we
missed the mark (some of my colleagues) in asking questions on the state level.
We’ve asked you questions on a district level and it’s night and day.”

Barbara Jackson McIntosh
Director of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles
Unfortunately due to a scheduled meeting, Senator
Sarauw missed her line of questioning for Ms. McIntosh.

By the ending of the Committee hearing Commissioner nominee Berry-Benjamin
was held back in committee due to the unsatisfactory responses provided during
her questioning by committee members of Rules and Judiciary. However, Mrs. BerryBenjamin would have another opportunity to be heard before the Committee to
prove she is qualified for the position of Commissioner.

SENATOR SARAUW
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MARCH 7th

Cmte of Health
The Committee on Health, Hospitals and Human
Services met on St. Croix to receive updates
from the Department of Human Services on
various programs offered by the department
and other issues relevant to the department.
However, Senator Sarauw would address again
her concerns with the MAP program in her line of
questioning to Mr. Smith.

Senator Sarauw: “Mr. Smtih you expanded your division to how many people?”
Mr. Gary Smith, DHS director of MAP: “We now have 46 employees”
Senator Sarauw: “Tell me your numbers you said give me the numbers again”
Mr. Smith: “For a single adult the income threshold is 15,654 for the age, blind
and disable population it’s 20,833.”

Senator Sarauw: “ How many active providers?”
Mr. Smith: “We have 739 active providers and only of that 69% are participating.”
Senator Sarauw: “You have 763 active providers. Do you have a providers
lead?”

Mr. Smith: “Yes we do.”
Senator Sarauw: “HR says different”
Mr. Smith: “we have a manager for the providers relations unit Senator Sarauw.”
Senator Sarauw: “Do you have a provider relations lead? Yes or No”
Senator Sarauw: “Yes or No”
Senator Sarauw: “I wouldn’t continue here because you’re not being

honest with me and MAP is a huge problem and they’re huge problem because
of your leadership. We been at this for quite some time and I think the
Commissioner has to take a very bold stand as it comes to your leadership
in that direction. And I rarely have never done this as a Senator but I think
you got to go.”
SENATOR SARAUW
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Appointments
to the
Hospital
Boards
In a meeting held during the month of
March, Senator Sarauw along with some
members of the Committtee of Health,
Hospitals and Human Services met with
healthcare professionals to discuss ways
to improve healthcare.
Upon hearing concerns it became evident
that the hospital boards which were are not
fully complimented were contributing to the
impediment of the efficient and effective
functioning of the hospitals in the Territory.
“There is an almost silent undercurrent on
the healthcare crisis in the Territory that
needs to be immediately address.” stated
Senator Sarauw.
In a letter to Governor Albert Bryan, Jr.
Senator Sarauw called on the governor’s
attention to two factors that plague
healthcare services in the Territory.
“It is imperative that your Administration
facilitates the full complement and function
of the hospital boards so that our hospitals
can move forward with strong, aggressive
and stable leadership.”

SENATOR SARAUW
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April 8, 2019
Governor Albert Bryan, Jr.
21-22 Kongens Gade
Charlotte Amalie, U.S. Virgin Islands
St. Thomas, VI 00802-6487
Re: Appointments to the Hospital Boards
Dear Governor Albert Bryan, Jr.,
I recently hosted an open dialogue between myself, healthcare professionals and members of the
Committee on Health, Hospitals and Human Services. The purpose of the meeting was to
brainstorm ways to improve the quality of healthcare by providing the opportunity for physicians
to share their concerns and insights regarding healthcare delivery—be it through private practice
or the hospital system. The concerns expressed corroborated with what we as policymakers and
the community already know—healthcare delivery and the overall healthcare system here in the
Territory is in serious need of attention and reform.
There are two major and evident contributors to the issues that plague healthcare in the Territory:
1) lack of strong leadership and 2) lack of sustained oversight. Presently, the District and Territorial
governing boards are either lacking a full complement of Board members or have sitting Board
members with expired terms. Title 19, Section 243 of the Virgin Islands Code outlines the
appointment requirements and membership terms. If we are to take seriously the reform of
healthcare delivery, improve the quality of life for the Territory’s residents and visitors, as well as
honor the passionate service of our healthcare professionals, Board membership has to be given
its due priority.
It is imperative that your Administration facilitates the full complement and function of the
hospital boards – the two Districts and Territorial – so that our hospitals can move forward with
strong, aggressive and stable leadership. We are failing our community when we do not do what
we can in the present, as we strive towards a future ideal. While healthcare reform is complex and
requires the long-term cooperation of key players, prioritizing the efforts to appoint Board
memberships is an immediate step that can initiate the long-term change being sought—a change
that the Governor Juan F. Luis Hospital and the Schneider Regional Medical Center specifically
needs. The Territory has an opportunity to not only recover post-storms, but elevate its standards
of function and care. Hence, I implore you to expedite these appointment efforts which is halting
progress on many fronts.
Page 1 of 2

INSPIRE TOUR 2019

In celebration of Women’s History Month, Senator Sarauw was given the
opportunity to work in collaboration with the Office of Senator Vialet on a
women empowerment initiative.
“Sen. Vialet and his super wife Mrs. Vialet hosted a school tour with Junior
High School students. The tour was called INSPIRE. I had the opportunity
to speak on a panel with other amazing women Mel Schang-Simmonds
(firefighter and EMT), Elisa Sanchez (civil engineer at WAPA), Kim (safety
inspector on various construction sites). The day was beautiful. On the
way there, I had to add some “realness” to my remarks because I am
exhausted with the videos of our students fighting and engaging in sexual
acts. Our students can and will be great.” stated Senator Sarauw.
SENATOR SARAUW
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“Dialogue
on Women,
Children and
Families”
On Friday, March 29th, members of
Senator Sarauw’s staff met with members
of the healthcare community in an effort
to build upon her pending legislation for
women and children. Invited attendees
present at the meeting were Malik
Stiridiron, Program/Operational Director/
Ten Thousand Helpers, Inc.; Janet
Turnbull-Krigger, Assistant Commissioner/
Department of Human Services; Dr.
Vincentia
Paul-Constantin,
Beautiful
Dreamers, Inc; Aminah Saleem, Vice
President/ NAMI of St Croix; Cynthia
Moore, Esq., Territorial Legal Counsel/
Department of Education; Tammy Sasso,
District Director STTJ, Intervention
Services, Department of Education;
Sheryl Serano-Griffith, Director, District
Special Education STX, Department of
Education; Dr. Rita Grant, Island Therapy
and Dr. Celia Victor, Department of Human
Services.
The purpose of the Women and Children
Bill, proposed by Senator Sarauw, seeks
to create a Women, Children and Families
Act that holistically addresses the needs of
women, children and families in the areas
of healthcare, social services, and mental
health.
SENATOR SARAUW
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FEBRUARY 29th

Dialogue on Women, Children and Families continue...
Factors surrounding maternity and paternity
leave include concerns about adoptive parents,
FMLA, accrued leave, and non-custodial
parents. Factors regarding psycological and
learning evaluation of children brought attention
to parental rights, behavioral health screening
in a doctor’s office, licensed screening tools,
and insurance. For postpartum care, a set
timeframe must be established, consider
peri-partum depression, and evaluate the
current standard of care. Healthcare for the
incarcerated included men prostate screening,
mammograms, and other screenings.
“We will continue to work on the
legislation and touch base with
the recommended practitioners
to further address key topics.”
stated
Shenise
Daughtry,
Policy
Advisor for Senator
Sarauw.
“It was essential to
get input from the
healthcare community so
they can provide insight
to areas which may have
been overlooked. With the
development of the bill, we
will address the concerns expressed
in the meeting before moving forward with the
Bill. ” stated Senator Sarauw.
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MARCH 30th

Sounds of the Virgin Isles
On Saturday, March 30th attendees of the 2nd annual “Sounds of the Virgin Isles” were treated
to a spectacular performance as students, teachers and guest performers came together with
performances that echoed the culture and history of the Virgin Islands. The night kicked-off with a
live auction and cocktail hour before the blowing of the conch shell which signified the starting of
the concert. Each year “Sounds of the Virgin Isles” selects and recognizes a Musical Ambassador
Honoree based on their contribution to the music and performing arts in the Territory - the honoree
this year was none other than Ms. Monet I. Davis.
The audience got to see performances from the participating schools of Lockhart Elementary
School, Yvonne E. Milliner-Bowsky Elementary School, Addelita Cancryn Junior High School,
Bertha C. Boschulte Middle School, Charlotte Amalie High School, and Ivanna Eudora Kean
High School, with guest performers Mrs. Lorna L. Freeman-Woodley, Mr. Terrence Corbett and
Mr. Sherwin Williams.
“I would like to thank the Department of Education, our students, instructors, and especially Mr.
Luben L. Daniel, Mr. Anthony Nibbs and Ms. Dionne Donadelle for all their hard work and for
putting on a mesmerizing performance. I would also like to thank the community for coming out
and supporting our youth and educators”, stated Senator Sarauw. “Thank you to everyone that
made this event a success. “Sounds of the Virgin Isles” is an annual event, which all proceeds
raised goes toward supporting the music and arts programs in the public schools. If you would
like to donate to “Sounds of the Virgin Isles” please visit www.janelleksarauw.com for the link that
will take you to the fund account at the Community Foundation of the Virgin Islands.”
The Second Annual Sounds of the Virgin Isles, through the third party fidiciary Community
Foundation of the Virgin Islands, raised approximately $8,151.25.
“It was a pleasure to recognize Ms. Davis for her remarkable contribution of the musical honing
of our youth. The effect that she continues to have on this community and the students to whom
she has come in contact, definitely deserves celebrating.
A biography on the honoree is provided on the next page.
SENATOR SARAUW
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OFFICE OF
SENATOR SARAUW
FINANCIAL REPORT

EXPENDITURES
LINE ITEM

DESCRIPTION

MONTHLY $

YTD

$238.00

$1,361.00

$0

$0

Internet/Cable, Maintenance

$274.19

$1695.72

Paper, envelopes, pens, pencils, binders,
folders, etc

$50.43

$126.32

Printing
Committee Expenditures

$200.00

$1,191.29

Sounds of the Virgin Isles

$8,686.15

$8,836.15

$9,448.77

$13,210.48

TRAVEL
(AIR/HOTEL*)

[Senator]
[Staff]

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE
EQUIPMENT
OFFICE
SUPPLIES
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

MISC

Total
33rd Legislature of the Virgin Islands
Office of the Honorable Janelle K Sarauw
2019 March Financial Report
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LEGISLATION:

To date, Senator Sarauw has submitted 54 bills
and amendments; 14 which have been received
and assigned to committee.

Legislative Snapshot
Women and Children – BR No. 19-0088 - To create a Women, Children and
Families Act that holistically addresses the needs of women, children and families in
the areas of healthcare, social services, and mental health.

Loitering – Amend No. 33-069 - In collaboration with Senator Francis, the
purpose is to strengthen loitering laws to reduce crime outside of clubs and bars.

School Alignment – Bill No. 33-0019 - Changing the school year to align
with school districts in the 50 states.

School Time – To require the school day for middle, junior and high schools to
begin no earlier than 8:30 a.m.

Education – Bill No. 33-0035 - An Act amending title 3, chapter 5 of the
Virgin Islands Code authorizing the Government of the Virgin Islands, its departments,
bureaus, agencies and instrumentalities to implement flextime or staggered time.
SENATOR SARAUW
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Tribute to Alli Paul – Bill No. 33-0060 - A Resolution posthumously honoring
and commending Alvin “Alli” Paul for his contribution to the culture of the Virgin Islands,
through the Mocko Jumbie artform.

Tribute Tishelle Knight – Bill No. 33-0020 - A Resolution honoring and
commending Tishelle Knight for her accomplishments, service and musical contributions
to the Virgin Islands.

PSC regulation – Bill No. 33-0055 - An Act amending titles 3 and 30 of the
Virgin Islands Code, pertaining to the Public Services Commission.

Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) - Prescription Surveillance
Law for Controlled Drugs.

Expungement – Bill Draft No. 19-0090 - To allow for the expungement of
felony convictions.

Small business development and support – Bill No. 33-040 - To waive
all fees and taxes for start-up small businesses in their first two years of operation.

Probate revision – Bill Draft No. 19-0072 - Phase I revision of the probate
code.

Recreational Marijuana – Bill No. 19-0061 - To legalize and regulate the
adult use of cannabis for recreational purposes.

Public Beach Access - Bill No. 33-1888 - To amend the law on open beaches
and shorelines.
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33rd Legislature
Crafting Policy
D AT E
SUBMITTED

SUMMARY

ASSIGNED
NUMBER

S TAT U S

1/14/19

To amend and codify provisions
regarding database of Virgin
Islands residents living aboard

33-022

Rescinded 2/7/2019

1/14/19

To require the school day for
middle, junior, and high schools
to begin no earlier than 8:30am

33-023

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To provide for extended hours of
operations for key agencies that
provide services directly to the
public

33-024

RECEIVED 3/14/2019

1/14/19

To ban the sale of powdered
alcohol products; known as
palcohol

33-025

Submitted to Legal
Counsel inded 1/23/2019

1/14/19

To add a new chapter to enable
the establishment and use of a
Business Improvement Districts
in the VI for the enhancement of
our economy

33-026

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To provide that members of the
Board of Ed. Complete min. 12
hrs of continuing education prior
filing date for re-election

Rescinded 1/25/2019

1/14/19

To enact a local version of federal
COBRA statues so that separated
employees can continue helth
care coverage

Rescinded 4/10/2019

1/14/19

To establish a temporary
mortorium on large-scale coastal
development on STT, STJ, and
Water Island pending adoption of
updated CZM Plan

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To add new "Commercial Driver's
License Operator requirement"

33-027

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To add new language as it
pertains to the Casino Control
Commission

33-028

RECEIVED 3/5/2019

1/14/19

To provide tax incentives to
employers who hire former
inmates convicted of non-violent
offenses

Submitted; attaching to
expungement

1/14/19

To re-enact former provisions of
Title 24 requiring government
contractors to hire apprentices

Rescinded 4/10/2019
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D AT E
SUBMITTED

SUMMARY

ASSIGNED
NUMBER

S TAT U S

1/14/19

To enhance the PSC's regulatory
authority over WAPA

Info submitted to counsel
2/7/2019

1/14/19

To have employee deductions
directly deposited into GERS
account

33-029

Submitted to Legal
Counsel s 2/20

1/14/19

To add numericall limitaions on
number of gas stations on STT &
STX including 5 year moratorium
on gass stations

33-030

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To legalize and regulate the adult
use of cannabis for recreational
purposes.

Submitted to Legal
Counsel 2019

1/14/19

An act requiring the DOJ and BOC
to conduct a feasibility study to
determine the viability for early
release for terminal ill and elderly
inmates

Submitted to Legal
Counsel Rescinded
4/10/2019

1/14/19

To require exit interviews be
conducted with all GVI employees
upon transfer, resignation,
retirement or termination

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To add credit card and check
section on the 720-B Form for
Gross Receipt Annual Tax Return

33-031

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To allow the senate to nominate
and appoint members to
vacancies on boards and
commissions in the absence of
action by the governor

33-032

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To update laws regarding mooring
and marine waste disposal

1/14/19

To impose a fee on money
transmissions sent to destinations
outside the US and its territories

33-033

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To amend 34 VIC as it pertains
to the Pharmaceutical Program
for the aged to include those
with cancer and/or degenerative
diseases

33-034

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To prohibit all government
agencies from accepting cash as a
form of payment

Submitted to Legal
Counsel fo submitted
3/13/2019

Rescinded 4/10/2019
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33rd Legislature
Crafting Policy
D AT E
SUBMITTED

SUMMARY

ASSIGNED
NUMBER

S TAT U S

1/14/19

To increase the time period in
which a homeowner can redeem
their propery subsequent to
foreclosure on a mortgage

Rescinded 2/7/2019

1/14/19

To restructure the AG's office and
provide 10 year appointed term

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To revise the Probate code

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To honor Rising Stars

Bio submitted 2/7/2019

1/14/19

To repeal gross receipt tax in its
entirety and replace it with sales
tax

33-035

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

To repeal the Sin Tax in it's
entirety

33-036

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

Changing the school year to align
with school districts in the 50
states

33-037

RECEIVED 3/5/2019
Assigned to Committee

1/14/19

Autorizing decision making by the
Single Board of Elections

33-038

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

1/14/19

Prescription Surveillance Law for
Controlled Drugs

1/14/19

To waive all fees and taxes for
start-up small businesses in their
first two years of operation

33-040

Rescinded 3/11/2019

1/14/19

To amend the provisions of law
governing the substitute teacher
pool and facilitate timely payment

33-041

Rescinded 3/11/2019

1/14/19

To honor Tishelle Knight
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Submitted to Legal
Counsel

RECEIVED 3/5/2019
Assigned to Committee of
Culture
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D AT E
SUBMITTED

SUMMARY

ASSIGNED
NUMBER

S TAT U S

1/14/19

To allow teachers and other
education professionals to writeoff up to 5,000 on their tax
returns for personal funds spent
on classroom supples, etc.

Rescinded 2/7/2019

1/14/19

To establish Teacher Recruitment
and Retention Fund funded by
EDC contributions

Submitted to Legal
Counsel nded 2/5/2019

1/14/19

To amend taxi rates, institute
metered cab fare system, require
taxi drivers to make provisions to
accept credit cards

1/14/19

Revise vehicle probate laws

1/14/19

Enacting legislation governing
the operations of the Territorial
Longitudinal Data System; known
as VIVIS

Submitted to Legal
Counsel ted and sent
back to Attn. Rogers 2/27

1/14/19

To merge West Indian Company
Lmtd. And VI Port Authority

Info submitted
3/14/2019

1/14/19

Woman, Children, and Families
Act

RECEIVED 3/20/2019;
Submitted more changes
4/11/2019

1/14/19

To increase senatorial allotments

1/14/19

To allow for he expungement of
felony convictions.

1/18/19

Apprenticeship Bill technical
amendment offered by Gov. K.
Mapp; changing DPNR to Property
and Procurement

33-068

RECEIVED 3/6/2019

1/18/19

To stregnthen the liotering laws

33-069

RECEIVED 3/6/2019
Assigned to Committee
of Homeland

1/18/19

To amend the Education Initiative
Fund section 3093 and to repeal
section 3100i

33-070

RECEIVED 3/5/2019
Assigned to Committee of
Finance
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33-042

Info submitted to
counsel 1/22/2019

Submitted to Legal
Counsel ECEIVED
4/26/2019

33-039

RECEIVED 3/6/2019

Submitted to Legal
Counsel h comments
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33rd Legislature
Crafting Policy
D AT E
SUBMITTED

SUMMARY

ASSIGNED
NUMBER

S TAT U S

1/18/19

To change who handles contempt
proceedings; replacing US
Attorney with VI Attorney General

1/22/19

To pardon all those who are
incarcerated for cannabis related
crimes.

1/25/19

To establish escrow account for
civilians to pay for police officers

RECEIVED 3/7/2019

2/1/19

To change the # of senators that
may meet to form minority and
choose leader

Memo sent requesting
BR No. to change to a
resolution

2/4/19

To honor Alvin "Ali" Paul for the
art of mocko jumbee

Submitted to Legal
Counsel CEIVED
3/20/2019

2/8/19

To appropriate $200,000 from
general fund for a contitutional
convention

3/11/19

To update Title 19 Health of the
VIC

RECEIVED 2/28/2019

Submitted to Legal
Counsel Info submitted
4/11/2019

33-132

Info Submitted
3/15/2019
Submitted to Legal
Counsel

To amend the law on open
beaches and shorelines.

33-188

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

3/19/19

To provide for the VI Minority
& Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise Program

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

3/21/19

Re-submitted "Dig Once"

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

3/26/19

Transfer Fisherman of territory to
Department of Agriculture

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

3/29/19

To appropriate $50,000 to UVI
Cell to conduct a tax study; gross
receipt to sales tax

RECEIVED 3/5/2019
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D AT E
SUBMITTED

SUMMARY

ASSIGNED
NUMBER

S TAT U S

4/8/19

Government contracts for natural
disasters by June 1 each year

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

4/8/19

Add a definition for "Rape by
fraud"

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

4/9/19

To add language to Escrow
account bill

4/15/19

To appropriate 300,000 for VIDE
to provide for mental health
services

4/23/19

To revise language in Ali paul
resolution

4/30/19

Amendments for PSC

5/10/19

To create a proportional penalty
given by DPNR's CZM to better
ensure compliance and deter
further violation (i.e. equity of
impact)
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33-237

RECEIVED
4/23/2019
Submitted to Legal
Counsel

33-244

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

33-265

Submitted to Legal
Counsel

Submitted to Legal
Counsel
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Performance from
Sounds of the Virgin Isles
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