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Janelle K. Sarauw was re-elected to the 33rd Legislature on November 6, 2018.  Senator 
Sarauw, has penned into legislation bills that support youth development, encourage 
workforce development, and propel the Territory forward. Her signature legislation, the 
State Apprenticeship bill, became law during the 32nd Legislature. The bill amends the 
VI Code related to apprenticeship standards, authorizing and mandating the Department 
of Labor to promulgate regulations pursuant to becoming a recognized State Apprentice 
Agency. This means more job opportunities for the youth of the Virgin Islands. Senator 
Sarauw’s ultimate outlook however, is the overall opportunities and quality of life afforded to 
the VI populace. Throughout her term, Senator Sarauw has also proposed and stated her 
position regarding controversial bills on the environment, economic development, education, 
probate, expungement, and was the primary sponsor of the Division of Festival, now law.

Born in St. Thomas, USVI, Senator Sarauw attended Florida Atlantic University on a full 
volleyball scholarship earning a Bachelor of Arts with majors in Political Science with a 
concentration in Global  Governance; Interdisciplinary Studies of Social Science and a 
minor in History. She holds a Master of  Arts in Organizational Leadership with a certificate 
in Servant Leadership from Gonzaga University and is a U.S. Government Certified Grant 
Writer. Senator Sarauw was also honored by Under 35 emerging leaders, NBC News Out, 
keynote speaker at the Victory Fund LGBTQ Conference 2018, inducted as an honorary 
member of the Golden Key Honour Society and many other civic awards.
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The Committee on Rules and Judiciary met to consider the following bills: Bill No. 33-0105, Bill No. 33-
0208, Bill No. 33-0212, Bill No. 33-0136, Bill No. 33-0065, and Bill No. 33-0037.

Bill No. 33-0105 - An Act amending specific sections of title 12, chapter 21, Virgin Islands Coastal Zone 
Management by: (1) updating the chapter to reflect the current name of the department, (2) increasing 
the term and per diem of members of the Coastal Zone Management Commission, (3) modifying some 
of the standards for the issuance of coastal zone permits, (4) modifying some of the requirements for 
the issuance of permits for the development or occupancy of trust lands or other submerged or filled 
lands, and (5) decreasing the time-period for filing an appeal with the Board of Land Use Appeals and 
decreasing the time-period within which the Board of Land Use Appeals must hold a public hearing on an 
appeal. (bill was held in Committee pending further amendments - 5 yeas, 2 absent)

Bill No. 33-0208 - An Act approving the Lease Agreement between the Government of the Virgin Islands 
and Panyard People, Inc. for Parcel No. 92 Remainder Submarine Base, No. 6 Southside Quarter, St. 
Thomas, Virgin Islands. (Vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; signed into law by the Governor)

Bill No. 33-0212 - An Act approving the Lease Agreement between the Government of the Virgin Islands 
and Universal Concrete, LLC for Parcel No. 149B Submarine Base, No. 6 Southside Quarter, St. Thomas, 
Virgin Islands.  (Vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; signed into law by the Governor)

Bill No. 33-0136 - A Resolution honoring and commending Valrica Miranda Maria Bryson for her 
contributions to the Virgin Islands school system, her mentorship of Virgin Islands youth, and her many 
years as a music educator  (Vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; passed Legislative Session January 29, 2020)

Bill No. 33-0065 - An Act requiring the Department of Agriculture to establish and implement a Well 
Drilling Unit Program  (Vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; signed into law by the Governor)

Bill No. 33-0037 - An Act requiring the Department of Planning and Natural Resources (“DPNR”) to 
identify and rehabilitate five (5) existing ponds in the St. Croix District and two (2) existing ponds in the 
St. Thomas District to capture stormwater runoff to be used primarily by farmers, allowing DPNR to seek 
assistance from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, and requiring that DPNR maintain 
the rehabilitated ponds  (Vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; signed into law by the Governor)

JANUARY 9TH
Committee on Rules and Judiciary

4SENATOR SARAUW



5SENATOR SARAUW

JANUARY 13TH
State of the 
Territory 2020

Photo Credit: 
Legislature Public Affairs
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JANUARY 15TH
Junior Achievement Innovations Camp

Senator Sarauw was invited to take part as a judge in this year’s Junior Achievement Innovations 
Camp. Students were tasked with developing solutions to the problems with Virgin Islands waste 
management recycling. Senator Sarauw was deeply impressed by the ingenuity of the students who 
took part in the event.

 About the organization: “The U.S. Virgin Islands Chapter of Junior Achievement aims to provide and 
facilitate local programs that are designed to inspire and prepare young people to succeed in the 
local and global economy through interaction with mentors and the business community.” For more 
information about Junior Achievement Worldwide, visit www.jaworldwide.org.
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“Yesterday I introduced my Women, Children and Families Act, 33-0103. The bill initially began as 
a collaboration between Sen. O’Reilly and I in the 32nd Legislature. We did extensive research and 
met with various stakeholders (mental health experts, BOC, Education, DOH and more) as we wrote 
certain sections of the legislation. This omnibus bill covers various parts of the Code that affects 
women, children and families. The bill proposes to:

1) Add a new section for maternity, paternity and adoption leave. 
2) Include behavioral screenings apart of pediatric wellness exams. 
3) Ban corporal punishment in schools.
4) Mandate wellness exams for men and women who have been incarcerated for 12 months.
5) Update procedures for obtaining initial birth certificates. The Dept of Health will be required to hire 
a discharge planner. Mothers will be able to begin the birth certificate process in the hospital instead 
of the archaic system in place now. 
6) Require post partum care. 
7) Increase hours a parent is allowed to visit a child’s school from two hours a month to two hours 
PER CHILD a month. 

The maternity, paternity and adoption leave portion of the bill became contentious, with the Department 
of Personnel arguing that the government already has a generous leave program. Currently sick leave 
can be advanced or donated leave used as maternity leave for expecting mothers. Also of concern 
was the current alleged abuse of the leave program.
 
To that I say let us overhaul the leave program so that loopholes are closed, but also so that leave 
such as maternity, does not require expecting mothers to belabor finding time to give birth and/or 
spend crucial bonding time with their newborns. It really is a matter of quality of life and fostering 
healthy parenting relationships from the beginning.
 
Consequently, I have agreed to separate the leave portion from the rest of the bill so that we can 
continue to dialogue and fix the leave program in its entirety.”

JANUARY 18TH
Women, Children and Families Act

7SENATOR SARAUW



8SENATOR SARAUW

The Committee on Rules and Judiciary met to consider the 
following bills: 

Bill No. 33-0189 - An Act amending title 3, chapter 7 of the Virgin Islands Code by designating the existing sections 
as subchapter I and adding a new subchapter II establishing the Virgin Islands Virtual Information System (Vote: 
6 yeas, 1 not votingt; VETOED by the Governor)

Bill No. 33-0190 - An Act amending title 3, chapter 13, section 218(a) and title 21, chapter 2, section 103 of the Virgin 
Islands Code transferring various duties and responsibilities from the Department of Property and Procurement 
and to the Virgin Islands Housing Finance Authority. (Vote: 7 yeas; VETOED by the Governor)

Bill No. 33-0145 - An Act amending title 2, chapter 2, section 22 of the Virgin Islands Code by requiring the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget to conduct a mid-year review of the budget and to report the review 
findings to the Chair of the Committee on Finance and the Post Audit Division of the Legislature. (Vote: 7 yeas; 
VETOED by the Governor)

Bill No. 33-0069 - An Act amending title 3, chapter 1 of the Virgin Islands Code relating to the issuance of and 
usage of government credit cards (Vote: 7 yeas; VETOED by the Governor)

Bill No. 33-0105  - An Act amending specific sections of title 12, chapter 21, Virgin Islands Coastal Zone Management 
by: (1) updating the chapter to reflect the current name of the department, (2) increasing the term and per diem of 
members of the Coastal Zone Management Commission, (3) modifying some of the standards for the issuance of 
coastal zone permits, (4) modifying some of the requirements for the issuance of permits for the development or 
occupancy of trust lands or other submerged or filled lands, and (5) decreasing the time-period for filing an appeal 
with the Board of Land Use Appeals and decreasing the time-period within which the Board of Land Use Appeals 
must hold a public hearing on an appeal (Held in committee)

Bill No. 33-0064 - An Act appropriating $500,000 from the Anti-Litter and Beautification Fund to the Virgin Islands 
Waste Management Authority to be used exclusively for the purchase of surveillance cameras to be installed at 
selected bin sites (Vote: 5 yeas, 2 no; to be heard in Legislative Session)

Bill No. 33-0034 - An Act amending title 23, chapter 19, subchapters I and III of the Virgin Islands Code relating to 
benefits and insurance coverage for officers and members of the National Guard of the Virgin Islands to provide for 
pay comparable to those serving in the armed forces of the United States and to ensure that the territorial active 
duty members have insurance to cover any illness or injury sustained while on active duty not covered by other 
health insurance coverage (Vote: 7 yeas; signed into law by the Governor)

Bill No. 33-0216 - An Act amending title 3, chapters 27 and 28A of the Virgin Islands Code by providing for the 
forfeiture of retirement benefits of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Commissioners, members of the Legislature, 
Justices of the Supreme Court of the Virgin Islands, Judges and Magistrate Judges of the Superior Court of 
the Virgin Islands elected officials who are members of the Government Employees Retirement System, and all 
government employees, upon the final conviction of specified felonies. (Held in committee)

Bill No. 33-0127 - An Act posthumously honoring and commending the men and women who lost their lives while 
serving in the United States Armed Forces; naming the roundabout road circle located in downtown Cruz Bay, St. 
John “The Veterans Circle”; and appropriating $20,000 to the Virgin Islands Council of the Arts to commission a 
monument in memory of the veterans. (Vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; signed into law by the Governor)

JANUARY 23RD
Committee on Rules and 
Judiciary
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JANUARY 27th
Radio interview
Senator Sarauw was invited on Former Senator 
Donastorg’s radio talkshow “Connecting the Dots” 
to provide feedback on the activities and changes 
implemented by the Division of Festivals. Senator 
Sarauw and Senator Jackson were the primary 
sponsors of the Bill which formed the Division 
under the Department of Tourism tasked with 
managing all Festival related activities in the 
Territory. 

JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS

On Thursday, Jan. 30th, Senator Sarauw was recognized by AARP for her work on Bill No. 32-
0327. The bill keeps property out of probate thereby ensuring that real property stays in the control 
of the owner and passes on to their intended heirs, with specific benefit to the Senior Citizens in 
our community. AARP Associate State Director of Advocacy/Community Outreach Pamela Toussaint 
presented the Senator with an award for her involvement and for cosponsoring the bill.

JANUARY 30TH
AARP Award
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On the agenda for the Committee on Rules and Judiciary were nominees and bills that needed to be 
vetted before going to Legislative Session. Here are the committee’s votes on each bill and nominee for 
February 6th:

Celestino White Sr., Nominee – Virgin Islands Port Authority Governing Board.
(Vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; passed Emergency Legislative Session on March 27, 2020)

Judge Denise M. Francois, Re-Nomination - Superior Court of the Virgin Islands, Judge
(Vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; passed Emergency Legislative Session on March 27, 2020)

Bill No. 33-0097 - An Act posthumously honoring and commending Euclyn “Pede” Prentice, Jr., for his 
accomplishments in the horse racing industry and his contributions to the Virgin Islands and naming a 
road in his honor. (Vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; to be heard in Legislative Session)

Bill No. 33-0224 - An Act amending title 14, chapter 23, section 485 (f) of the Virgin Islands Code by 
increasing the fines for selling or serving alcoholic beverages to minors. (Vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; to be 
heard in Legislative Session)

Bill No. 33-0197 - An Act amending title 33, subtitle 1, part II, chapter 20, section 681 of the Virgin Islands 
Code by authorizing the Virgin Islands Bureau of Internal Revenue to create any and all forms necessary 
for the collection and filing of taxes (Vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; to be heard in Legislative Session)

Bill No. 33-0093 - An Act amending title 33, chapter 111 of the Virgin Islands Code by adding a new 
section 3057a, establishing the St. Thomas, Capital Improvement Fund (Vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; to be 
heard in Legislative Session)

FEBRUARY 6TH
Committee on Rules and Judiciary
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On the agenda for the Committee on Rules and Judiciary were nominees and bills that needed to be 
vetted before going to Legislative Session. Here are the committee’s votes on each bill and nominee for 
February 27th:

Enrique Rodriguez - Nominee, Virgin Islands Historic Preservation Commission STT/STJ 
(Vote: 4 yeas, 1 no, 2 absent; to be heard in Legislative Session)

Pamela Montegut - Nominee, Virgin Islands Historic Preservation Commission STT/STJ
(Vote: 4 yeas, 1 no, 2 absent; to be heard in Legislative Session)

Dr. Noreen Michael, Ph.D. Virgin Islands Housing Authority Board of Commissioners Nominee, STT/STJ 
(Vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; to be heard in Legislative Session)

Bill No. 33-0137 - An Act authorizing the Virgin Islands Bureau of Economic Research, the Virgin Islands 
Department of Planning and Natural Resources, and the Virgin Islands Economic Development Authority 
to create a plan to assist the U.S. Virgin Islands in developing a sustainable blue economy within the 
Territory (Vote: 5 yeas, 1 no, 1 absent; to be heard in Legislative Session as amended)

Bill No. 33-0102 - An Act amending title 17, chapter 15, section 190u of the Virgin Islands Code by including 
graduates of the Adult Education Center among those eligible to receive scholarships as valedictorian 
and salutatorian (Vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; to be heard in Legislative Session as amended)

Bill No. 33-0272 - An Act amending the Virgin Islands Code title 30, chapter 1, subchapter I relating to 
public utilities adding section 1a to enact the Virgin Islands Ratepayers’ Bill of Rights; amending section 
23 relating to powers of the Public Services Commission, adding subsection (c) to authorize the Public 
Services Commission to resolve ratepayers’ complaints and amending chapter 5, subchapter II, section 
105 relating to powers of the Virgin Islands Water and Power Authority to require the Authority to comply 
with the Virgin Islands Ratepayers’ Bill of Rights (Was removed from the agenda)

Bill No. 33-0210 - An Act amending title 30, chapter 5, subchapter II, sections 103 and 104 of the Virgin
Islands Code by establishing minimum criteria for the Virgin Islands Water and Power Authority Governing 
Board and changing the number of its members (Vote: held in committee for amendments)

Bill No. 33-0211 - An Act amending title 3, chapter 16, section 273 of the Virgin Islands Code by 
establishing minimum criteria for Public Services Commission members and changing the number of its 
members (Vote: held in committee for amendments)

Bill No. 33-0132 - An Act amending title 3, chapter 27, section 715 of the Virgin Islands Code to strengthen 
the Board of the Government Employees Retirement System (GERS) by requiring greater expertise 
among Board members (Vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; to be heard in Legislative Session)

Bill No 33-0273 - An Act amending title 9, chapter 25 and title 29 chapter 12 of the Virgin Islands Code 
relating to personnel hiring requirements for International Financial Service Entities to operate international 
financial services and to receive tax incentive benefits under the International Banking Center Regulatory 
Act and the Economic Development Program to amend the hiring requirements for receipt of tax incentive 
benefits (Vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; to be heard in Legislative Session)

FEBRUARY 27TH
Committee on Rules and Judiciary
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It is no secret that Senator Sarauw has taken a keen interest in addressing legislative requisites where the 
environment and our affects thereof within the Territory are concerned. The author of the plastic straw ban 
and a strong advocate and co-sponsor of the harmful sunscreen ban, Senator Sarauw has vowed during her 
tenure, to advocate and legislate where necessary, measures that bolster a healthy environment for Virgin 
Islanders and visitors alike. The decisions are not always easy or popular, but they are necessary.
 
And so in the continuation of this pursuit, the office of Senator Sarauw is constantly at the table with community 
environmental stakeholders and experts. On March 4th the office sat down with Mr. Howard Forbes, Virgin 
Islands Marine Advisory Service Coordinator (UVI), and Ms. Kristina Edwards, Education and Outreach 
Coordinator  (DPNR-CZM Division), both environmental advocates who are very active and involved in coastal 
clean ups, tracking, youth outreach and programming - ensuring the environmental health of our Territory. The 
group discussed the path forward, to include initiatives, timelines, education and awareness campaigns, and 
funding sources. This fruitful conversation covered topics such as the plastic bag ban, single use plastic ban,  
recycling and overall waste reduction. Most of the other Caribbean nations have not only identified, but have 
initiated measures to preserve their environment. Afterall, it is what is marketed for the heavily relied upon 
economic industry – tourism.
 
Senator Sarauw wishes to acknowledge the students of the Youth Ocean Explorers Summer Program 2019, 
who each wrote to the senator about the state of our coastlines in reference to plastic pollution and the impact 
they observed during the course of the summer program. “As a Legislator, it is my responsibility to preserve 
the Virgin Islands for Alison Nykaza, Amber LaPlace, Brian Alexander, Anushka Chandiramani, Jackson 
Auchincloss, Odessa Matthew, Naima Krigger, Flame Gonzalez, Kacey McCurdy, Portia Miles and Trinity 
Richardson. Thank you for your interest in preserving the environment of the Virgin Islands. Thank you for the 
work and research that you completed in the same regard. I’ve read your letters, heard your pleas, and I vow 
to do what I can to protect our home environmentally,” states Senator Sarauw.
 
The Caribbean islands are direct recipients of the adverse effects of global warming via environmental neglect. 
After the twin mega-storms that ravaged the Territory in 2017, and as we approach hurricane season 2020, 
Senator Sarauw and staff is reminded of the need to address the Territory’s environmental shortcomings and 
to put measures in place to protect our home!

MARCH 4TH
Environmental Matters

Members of the Governor’s team met with Senators during a 
Committee on Health, Hospitals, and Human Services hearing 
to provide updates and explain the preventative measures 
taking place to prevent the spread of the Coronavirus Covid-19 
in the Territory.

MARCH 5TH
Committee on Health

Photo Credit: Rick Starr

Photo Credit: 
Legislature Public Affairs
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On the agenda for the Committee on Rules and Judiciary were nominees and bills that needed to be 
vetted before going to Legislative Session. Here are the committee’s votes on each bill and nominee 
for March 9th:

Dr. Jerry Smith, PT, Nominee – Virgin Islands Government Hospitals and Health Facilities Corporation 
AND the Virgin Islands Board of Physical Therapy. (Vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; passed Emergency 
Legislative Session on March 27, 2020)

Dodson James, Nominee – Virgin Islands Horse Racing Commission (Vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; to be 
heard in Legislative Session)

Jenny Hawkes, Nominee – Virgin Isalnds Board of Career and Technical Education (Vote: 5 yeas, 2 
absent; to be heard in Legislative Session)

Willard John, Nominee – Virgin Islands Port Authority Board (Vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; passed 
Emergency Legislative Session on March 27, 2020)

Bill No. 33-0226 - An Act amending title 1, chapter 7 of the Virgin Islands Code to establish the official 
madras design of the Virgin Islands of the United States (Vote: 4 yeas, 3 absent; to be heard in 
Legislative Session)

Bill No. 33-0230 - An Act to posthumously honor and commend Beulah Smith Harrigan for her service to 
the children of the Virgin Islands and for her role in the development of the library system of our territory 
and to name the children’s room at the Charles Wesley Turnbull Regional Library in her memory (Vote: 
4 yeas, 3 absent; to be heard in Legislative Session)

Bill No. 33-0242 - A Resolution to petition the members of 116th United States Congress to terminate 
the statutory cap on overall Medicaid funding to the Territory, to eliminate the specific limit of 55 percent 
on the rate of federal matching funds for Medicaid in the Territory and to provide for the eligibility of 
the Territory to receive Medicaid disproportionate share hospital payments, so that the Territory can 
strengthen its Medicaid Program to enroll and provide care for all of the Territory’s residents who are 
Medicaid eligible and for additional funding to help offset the Territory’s uncompensated care costs 
(Vote: 4 yeas, 3 absent; to be heard in Legislative Session)

Bill No. 33-0244 - An Act to amend title 1, chapter 11 of the Virgin Islands Code to declare the month of 
May as Virgin Islands Mental Health Awareness Month and to assign the responsibilities of increasing 
mental health awareness and reducing the stigma of mental illness to the Department of Health and the 
Department of Education (Vote: 4 yeas, 3 absent; to be heard in Legislative Session)

Bill No. 33-0249 - An Act amending title 7, Chapter 9, section 9 of the Virgin Islands Code by adding a 
new paragraph mandating the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Tourism shall host an 
Agricultural symposium known as the V.I. Agricultural Caribbean Symposium, alternately and annually 
on the islands of St. Croix, St. Thomas and St. John (Vote: 4 yeas, 3 absent; to be heard in Legislative 
Session)

MARCH 9TH
Committee on Rules and Judiciary

14SENATOR SARAUW



15SENATOR SARAUW

On March 11, 2020, members of the Committee on Housing Transportation, Infrastructure and 
Telecommunications met to discuss the fallouts of the “Call before you dig” legislation that is currently in 
the code. Although not a member of that committee, Senator Sarauw attend that meeting as the author of 
the “Dig Once Legislation” that seeks to compliment call before you dig. The Dig Once legislation attempts 
to streamline the process when it comes to various utility and telecommunication entities breaching the 
roadway infrastructure of the Territory. As it currently stands, the haphazard manner in which the roads 
are dug up by various entities to lay fiber or conduits, at times within a matter of months,  and the subpar 
repair of those roadways, is unacceptable. In addition, the deplorable state that our infrastructure is left 
in, without a clear process, there is also a level of chaos among the entities in regards to right of way, 
liability and accountability of non-compliance. Senator Sarauw’s Dig Once bill seeks to rectify all of this.
 
Receiving feedback from all entities involved, the Dig Once Bill No. 33-0191, was held in committee 
pending amendments.

MARCH 11TH
Communications update

Photo Credit: 
Legislature Public Affairs
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MARCH HIGHLIGHTS

Senator Sarauw believes that the 
Girl Scout program provides a solid 
foundation for many of the Territory’s 
young ladies. As a former scout, Senator 
Sarauw actually graduated her way out 
of the scouts. 

“Today I had the privilege of interacting 
with some amazing Girl Scouts. I was 
once a Girl Scout so this excited me. 
Our future is in good hands... Happy 
Girl Scouts Week!”

MARCH 12TH
Girls Scouts Week

Senator Sarauw sat down with Roosevelt 
David on his radio program Pass It On to 
provide an office update. 

MARCH 19TH
Interview with Roosevelt

Due to growing concerns and the implentation of 
social distancing, the annual foundraiser Sounds 
of the Virgin Isles was postponed until further 
notice. This annual fundraising event held by the 
Office of Senator Sarauw in collaboration with the 
Department of Education is to raise awareness 
and funding for the music and arts programs in 
the public schools. 

MARCH 14TH
Sounds of the Virgin Isles 
Cancelled
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On Friday,  March 20, 2020, I met with Dr. Kim Waddell (Project Lead Director, VI-EPSCoR, UVI), Dr. 

Greg Guannel (Project Co-Lead Director, Caribbean Green Technology Center, UVI), Mr. Jeff Euwema, 

(Project Co-Lead President, Information Planning Group) and Janet-Turnbull Krigger from UVI. VI-

EPSCor received a grant to study, plan and raise awareness regarding the Territory’s Hazard Mitigation 

efforts. The meeting highlighted the Territory’s in ability to properly use its land and water resources. 

It only highlighted the fact that a land water use plan was needed in addition to the manner in which 

the Senate approves zoning.  The presentation solidified the belief that our development methods are 

unsustainable and it leaves us extremely susceptible to further breakdown of our infrastructure due to 

natural disasters. We have built over natural waterways. We have built too close to the ocean and sea. 

We have continued to build outward without demolishing or restoring old structures.  This is a recipe for 

disaster. The presentation was insightful and it brought to light what we suspected; now we have the 

data. I remain hopeful that with this information, as policymakers we are able to make sound decision 

moving forward; decisions backed by science and thorough research. Kudos to UVI for tackling this 

project.

MARCH 20TH
VI-EPSCOR
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St. Thomas, US Virgin Islands (March 21, 2020) – With the latest 
updates from the Department of Health it has become evident, 
that as a Territory, we need to be more proactively aggressive 
in regard to containing COVID-19 and the potential healthcare 
fallout thereof. As of this press release, the Department of 
Health has confirmed six positive cases in the Territory, two in 
St.Croix and four in the St.Thomas/St.John district with a total 
of 71 cases. At this rate, the rapid growth in case numbers is 
alarming yet the ports remain open with no arrival screening 
measures in place for travelers coming into the Territory. It is 
unfathomable at this point not to take stronger action as we 
need to protect those who are most vulnerable to this virus. 

Hurricanes Irma and Maria wreaked havoc on the islands and 
the infrastructure of the hospitals have not been fully restored. 
Because of our very fragile healthcare system, coupled with 
the overwhelming number of residents that fall within the high-
risk category of COVID-19, there is no way the hospitals or 
Department of Health can sustain services if there is a mass 
outbreak in the Territory! Reflective across the world, many 
countries and nations have already implemented stronger 
actions. Senator Sarauw is urging the Governor to implement 
shelter in place to help protect Virgin Islanders and to limit the 
spread of COVID-19.

“It is better to be proactive than reactive, as history has proven. 
With COVID-19, there is no cure as yet and it is imperative that 
we take all measures to protect the people of the Territory,” 
stated Senator Sarauw. “We still have tourists coming into the 
Territory, people are not following the social distancing criteria 
and these are all potential risks. The Governor must implement 
stronger measures! HIV/Aids was a pandemic, the flu of 
1968 killed 50 million, and the Black Death killed 200 million. 
History tells us the grave consequences of inaction, delays 
and complacency. This government and many businesses are 
functioning like it is business as usual. IT IS NOT!” 
 
Senator Sarauw also urges the community to use proper 
discretion and to stay indoors as the Territory must keep 
COVID-19 rates down. “With all due respect Governor, use the 
executive authority vested to you during a state of emergency 
in a moment like this to protect Virgin Islanders from those who 
are not complying. We must fall on the right side of history.” 
 ###

MARCH 21ST
Press Release: 
Implement Shelter In Place NOW!
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In light of the growing worldwide Coronavirus pandemic, 
Covid-19 had now reached the Virgin Islands shores. The 
Territory’s economy and its people were now at risk. As 
such, Senators, at the request of the Governor, were called 
into Emergency Legislative Session to pass legislation that 
would aid in keeping the government afloat. 

Included on the agenda were: 

- Bill No. 33-0288 - A Resolution to Congress to include the 
Virgin Islands in COVID-19 stimulus packages; 

- Bill No. 33-0287 - An act authorizing the Governor to 
borrow monies from public funds of the Virgin Islands to 
offset cash flow problems caused by shortfalls resulting from 
the COVID-19 Virus Pandemic in the collection of revenues, 
and to create working capital, avoid layoffs of Government 
employees, pay essential obligations and meet the operating 
expenses of the Government for Fiscal Year 2020; 

- Bill No. 33-0289 - An Act amending title 27, chapter 1 of 
the Virgin Islands Code relating to the Board of Medical 
Examiners by including Doctors of Podiatric Medicine as 
physicians allowed to supervise physician assistants in their 
respective practice; 

- Bill No. 33-0290 - An Act amending title 30, Virgin Islands 
Code, chapter 5, subchapter V, section 127 by reducing 
the amount of time that the Virgin Islands Water and Power 
Authority can back-bill customers, and by defining the “billing 
cycle”; 

- Bill No. 33-0291 - An Act requiring the Virgin Islands Water 
and Power Authority to suspend electric and water service 
disconnections for non-payment until June 01, 2020 or until 
the State of Emergency declared by the Governor on March 
13, 2020 is lifted, whichever date comes first.

All bills except for Bill No. 33-0291, which was removed from 
the agenda, were forwarded to the Governor for his approval. 
Unfortunately both Bill no 33-0289 and Bill no. 33-0290 were 
vetoed by the Governor upon his review. Senators are set to 
override the Governor’s vetoes in an upcoming Session as 
Senators share similar sentiments that the vetoed bills are 
necessary to help bring relief to the people of the Territory.

MARCH 27TH
Emergency Session
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EXPENDITURES: JANUARY

OFFICE OF 
SENATOR SARAUW 
FINANCIAL REPORT

EXPENDITURES: FEBRUARY

LINE ITEM DESCRIPTION MONTHLY $ YTD

TRAVEL 
(AIR/HOTEL*)

[Senator]
[Staff]

$494.80
$169.80 $664.60

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

$0 $0

OFFICE 
EQUIPMENT

Internet/Cable, Maintenance $400.28 $400.28

OFFICE 
SUPPLIES

Paper, envelopes, pens, pencils, binders, 
folders, etc

$107.34 $107.34

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Printing
Committee Expenditures

$0
$1,713.60 $1,713.60

MISC $0 $0

Total $2,885.82 $2,885.82

LINE ITEM DESCRIPTION MONTHLY $ YTD

TRAVEL 
(AIR/HOTEL*)

[Senator]
[Staff]

$0 $664.60

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

$0 $0

OFFICE 
EQUIPMENT

Internet/Cable, Maintenance $0 $400.28

OFFICE 
SUPPLIES

Paper, envelopes, pens, pencils, binders, 
folders, etc

$21.97 $129.31

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Printing
Committee Expenditures

$0
$1,310.50 $3,024.10

MISC Cattering $200.14 $200.14

Total $1,532.61 $4,418.43
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EXPENDITURES: MARCH

OFFICE OF 
SENATOR SARAUW 
FINANCIAL REPORT

LINE ITEM DESCRIPTION MONTHLY $ YTD

TRAVEL 
(AIR/HOTEL*)

[Senator]
[Staff]

$0 $664.60

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

$0 $0

OFFICE 
EQUIPMENT

Internet/Cable, Maintenance $1,866.83 $2,267.11

OFFICE 
SUPPLIES

Paper, envelopes, pens, pencils, binders, 
folders, etc

$0 $129.31

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Printing
Committee Expenditures

$35.00
$3,312.36 $6,371.46

MISC $0 $200.14

Total $5,214.19 $9,632.62
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33rd Legislature
Crafting Policy

DATE 
SUBMITTED SUMMARY

ASS IGNED 
NUMBER STATUS

1 /14 /19
To require the school day for 
middle, junior, and high schools 
to begin no earlier than 8:30am

33 -023 Held in Committee of 
Education

1 / 14 / 19
To provide for extended hours of 
operations for key agencies that 
provide services directly to the 
public

33 - 024 RECEIVED 3/14/2019

1 / 14 / 19

To add a new chapter to enable 
the establishment and use of a 
Business Improvement Districts 
in the VI for the enhancement of 
our economy

33 -026 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

1 / 14 / 19

To establish a temporary 
mortorium on large-scale coastal 
development on STT, STJ, and 
Water Island pending adoption of 
updated CZM Plan

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

1 / 14 / 19 To add new "Commercial Driver's 
License Operator requirement" 33 - 027 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel

1 / 14 / 19
To add new language as it 
pertains to the Casino Control 
Commission

33 -028 Passed Legislative 
Session

1 / 14 / 19
To provide tax incentives to 
employers who hire former 
inmates convicted of non-violent 
offenses

Submitted; attaching to 
expungement

1 / 14 / 19 To enhance the PSC's regulatory 
authority over WAPA

Info submitted to counsel 
2/7/2019

1 / 14 / 19
To have employee deductions 
directly deposited into GERS 
account

33 - 029 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel s 2/20

1 / 14 / 19
To add numericall limitaions on 
number of gas stations on STT & 
STX including 5 year moratorium 
on gass stations

33 -030 Pre-empted by Senator 
Blyden

1 / 14 / 19
To legalize and regulate the adult 
use of cannabis for recreational 
purposes.

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel 4/15/20192019

1 / 14 / 19
To require exit interviews be 
conducted with all GVI employees 
upon transfer, resignation, 
retirement or termination

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel
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DATE 
SUBMITTED SUMMARY

ASS IGNED 
NUMBER STATUS

1 /14 /19
To add credit card and check 
section on the 720-B Form for 
Gross Receipt Annual Tax Return

33 -031 Passed Committee on 
Rules and Judiciary 

1 / 14 / 19

To allow the senate to nominate 
and appoint members to 
vacancies on boards and 
commissions in the absence of 
action by the governor

33 - 032 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

1 / 14 / 19 To update laws regarding mooring 
and marine waste disposal

Info Submitted to Legal 
Counsel 3/13/2019fo 
submitted 3/13/2019

1 / 14 / 19
To impose a fee on money 
transmissions sent to destinations 
outside the US and its territories

33 - 033 Pre-empted by Senator 
Blyden

1 / 14 / 19

To amend 34 VIC as it pertains 
to the Pharmaceutical Program 
for the aged to include those 
with cancer and/or degenerative 
diseases

33 -034 Passed Legislative 
Session

1 / 14 / 19
To prohibit all government 
agencies from accepting cash as a 
form of payment

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

1 / 14 / 19 To restructure the AG's office and 
provide 10 year appointed term

Pre-empted by Senator 
Francis

1 / 14 / 19 To revise the Probate code Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

1 / 14 / 19 To honor Rising Stars Passed Legislative 
Session

1 / 14 / 19
To repeal gross receipt tax in its 
entirety and replace it with sales 
tax

33 -035 Pre-empted by Senator 
Francis

1 / 14 / 19 To repeal the Sin Tax in it's 
entirety 33 - 036 Pre-empted by Senator 

DeGraff

1 / 14 / 19
Changing the school year to align 
with school districts in the 50 
states

33 -037 Passed Legislative 
Session

1 / 14 / 19 Autorizing decision making by the 
Single Board of Elections 33 -038 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel
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33rd Legislature
Crafting Policy

DATE 
SUBMITTED SUMMARY

ASS IGNED 
NUMBER STATUS

1 /14 /19 Prescription Surveillance Law for 
Controlled Drugs

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

1 / 14 / 19 To honor Tishelle Knight Passed Legislative 
Session

1 / 14 / 19
To amend taxi rates, institute 
metered cab fare system, require 
taxi drivers to make provisions to 
accept credit cards

33 -042 Info submitted to 
Counsel 1/22/2019

1 / 14 / 19 Revise vehicle probate laws 33 -0094 Passed Legislative 
SessionEIVED 4/26/2019

1 / 14 / 19
Enacting legislation governing 
the operations of the Territorial 
Longitudinal Data System; known 
as VIVIS

VETOED by the 
Governortn. Rogers 2/27

1 / 14 / 19 To merge West Indian Company 
Lmtd. And VI Port Authority

Info submitted 
3/14/2019

1 / 14 / 19 Woman, Children, and Families 
Act

Held in Committee on 
Government Operations

1 / 14 / 19 To increase senatorial allotments 33 - 039 RECEIVED 3/6/2019

1 / 14 / 19 To allow for he expungement of 
felony convictions.

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel h comments

1 / 18 / 19
Apprenticeship Bill technical 
amendment changing DPNR to 
Property and Procurement

33 -068 Passed in Legislative 
Session

1 / 18 / 19 To strengthen the loitering laws 33 -069 RECEIVED 3/6/2019

1 / 18 / 19
To amend the Education Initiative 
Fund section 3093 and to repeal 
section 3100i

33 - 070 RECEIVED 3/5/2019

1 / 18 / 19
To change who handles contempt 
proceedings; replacing US 
Attorney with VI Attorney General

RECEIVED 2/28/2019
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DATE 
SUBMITTED SUMMARY

ASS IGNED 
NUMBER STATUS

1 /22 /19
To pardon all those who are 
incarcerated for cannabis related 
crimes.

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel Info submitted 
4/11/2019

1 / 25 / 19 To establish escrow account for 
civilians to pay for police officers

Held in Committee on 
Public Safety

2 / 1 / 19
To change the # of senators that 
may meet to form minority and 
choose leader

Memo sent requesting 
BR No. to change to a 
resolution

2 / 4 / 19 To honor Alvin "Alli" Paul for the 
art of mocko jumbee

Passed Legislative 
Session CEIVED 
3/20/2019

2 / 8 / 19
To appropriate $200,000 from 
general fund for a contitutional 
convention

33 -132 Info Submitted 
3/15/2019

3 / 11 / 19 To update Title 19 Health of the 
VIC

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

To amend the law on open 
beaches and shorelines. 33 - 188 Held in Committee on 

Government Operations

3 / 11 / 2019 To update Title 19 Health of the 
VIC 1 9 - 0 3 4 7 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel

3 / 19 / 19
To provide for the VI Minority 
& Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise Program

Pre-empted by Senator 
Jackson

3 / 21 / 19 Re-submitted "Dig Once" Held in Committee on 
Housing

3 / 26 / 19 Transfer Fisherman of territory to 
Department of Agriculture

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

3 / 29 / 19
To appropriate $50,000 to UVI 
Cell to conduct a tax study; gross 
receipt to sales tax

Pre-empted by Senator 
DeGraff

4 / 8 / 19 Government contracts for natural 
disasters by June 1 each year

Assigned to Committee 
on Government 
Operations
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33rd Legislature
Crafting Policy

DATE 
SUBMITTED SUMMARY

ASS IGNED 
NUMBER STATUS

4 /8 / 19 Add a definition for "Rape by 
fraud"

Pre-empted by Senator 
Francis

4 /9 / 19 To add language to Escrow 
account bill 3 3 - 2 3 7 RECEIVED 4/23/2019

4 / 15 / 19
To appropriate 300,000 for VIDE 
to provide for mental health 
services

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

4 /30 /19 Amendments for PSC 3 3 - 2 6 5 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

5 /8 / 19 To update VIC Landlord & tenant 
statues 1 9 - 0 4 7 6 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel

5 /15 /2019
To honor Shela A. Smith Liburd 
“Shela’s Pot” for her contributions 
to the St. John community

1 9 - 0 4 8 8 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

6 /26 /2019 To allow LPNs to be employed by 
th Dept of Education 1 9 - 0 5 7 5 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel

7 /8 / 2019 To allow nurse practitioners full 
practice authority 1 9 - 0 5 8 9 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel

9 /5 / 2019
To increase charitable 
contributions from EDC 
companies to build and repair 
schools.

3 3 - 4 1 5 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

To modernize the code regarding 
the practice of medicine

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

9 /13 /2019
To ban single use plastic toiletries 
in all lodging establishments 
territory wide

1 9 - 0 7 7 0 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

11 /22 /2019 To amend chiropractic codes to 
extend the scope of practice 1 9 - 0 8 9 1 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel Info submitted 
4/11/2019

To appropriate $800,000 to the 
Department of Public Works to 
conduct repairs to North Star 
Village Road on St. Thomas, VI

1 9 - 0 8 8 3 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel I
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To date, since receiving the Chairmanship of the 
Committee on Rules and Judiciary in June of 2019, this 
committee has moved 8 Cabinet Members, 63 Members 

for Boards/Commissioners and 120 Bills.

Legislative Snapshot

DATE 
SUBMITTED SUMMARY

ASS IGNED 
NUMBER STATUS

To add a new chapter to Title 29. 
The new chapter will comprise 
a system regarding derelict 
buildings that will be mirrored 
after the state of Virginia’s 
statues on derelict buildings

1 9 - 0 8 9 0 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel I

1 / 7 / 2020 To change the vesting period for 
GERS

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

2 / 19 / 2020 To ban all single use plastic 3 3 - 6 5 5 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

2 / 20 / 2020 To ban Styrofoam 3 3 - 6 6 4 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

2 / 24 / 2020 To re-establish the Law Revision 
Commission of the VI 2 0 - 1 0 3 7 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel
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Stay home when you are sick,
except to get medical care.

Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds.

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, 
then throw the tissue 
in the trash.
 

Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and surfaces.

Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, and mouth. 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

When in public, wear a cloth 
face covering over your 
nose and mouth.

Help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases like COVID-19.

Stop the Spread of Germs

cdc.gov/coronavirus
316351-A  April 7, 2020 9:58 AM


